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To Girls: A Budget of Letters, by H. E. Hersey (Ginn & Co., 46). 
American girls are to be congratulated in having found a mentor in 
Miss Hersey. She is, we should say, a wise woman, and has learned 
that most difficult of all sciences, the science of the proportion of things. 
This little book deals with education, social relations, and personal 
conduct. Many matters are discussed— the duty of health, telling lies, 
the suffrage for women, the art of speech, the virtue of reticence, the 
reading of fiction — and every subject is treated with simplicity and, we 
were going to add, sympathy, but so much cant is talked in the name 
of sympathy that we substitute — naturalness: naturalness is the way 
of approach to each other, and therefore is sympathy. The delightful 
freedom of the chapter on courses of reading is good to come across. 
“Not to listen to the voice of one’s own judgment, taste, curiosity, is to 
lose the chance of becoming oneself. I am sometimes afraid of all the 
club-life which leads the women of a town to read the same books and 

talk about them the whole winter through Not only should your 

reading be general, but it should be varied Give me ten pages 

of history and ten minutes to squeeze out from its pages five facts that 
I want and I shall do it easily. Give me, on the other hand, a single 
page of one of Shakespeare’s plays and I will spend an hour over it.” 
But there is hardly a page from which we should not be glad to quote 
some saying of admirable common sense. We cordially recommend 

this handbook for American girls as a birthday gift for any English girl 
in her teens. 
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generals are always accompanied by their servants. When he rides on 
horseback, a general has a servant on each side of his war horse to hold 
him in position, and a third stands at the horse’s head to hold the animal 
during the fight, or to lead it to the advance or retreat” 

Under Sunny Skies (Ginn & Co., ,/-) treats, on the ‘same lines, chiefly 
of the countries of southern Europe, and has the same tone of intimacy 
so delightful to the young student of map and geography book Think 
of reading this:-" At this dinner there was a peculiar entertainment 
The hostess looked out into the courtyard, into which the room opened 
and suddenly called something like ‘Janoska!’ In marched, with a 
dignified, dainty step, a large tame stork.” 

Hero Stories from American History , by A. Blaisdell and F. Ball 
(Ginn & Co., 2/6) English children who feel an intelligent curiosity 
about the history of our American cousins would enjoy this little book. 

The Triumphs of Science , edited by M. A. Lane (Ginn, 1/6), describes 
simply such matters as the Atlantic Cable , Astronomical FhotograJ hr, 
Artesian Wells , etc., etc. 

Trees in Prose and Poetry , by G. L. Stone and M. G. Fitchelt 
(Ginn & Co., 1/4). We are not much in sympathy with this book, which, 
assuming that knowledge is nauseous, sweetens it for children by such 
devices as “Mr. Maple,” “Mr. Pine,” etc. 

History for Graded and Dish id Schools , by E. W. Kemp (Ginn & Co., 
46). Here is another well-intentioned volume in which great subjects 
are peptonised for the consumption of children. This is the sort of 
thing — “I want to tell you now about a great man who lived in Athens 
at this time His name was Pericles.” 
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[ The Editor is 7iot responsible for the opinions of Correspondents 

THE CHILDREN’S COUNTRY HOLIDAYS FUND. 

Dear Editor, — Thirty thousand children are every year sent by the 
Fund from London streets to spend a fortnight with country cottagers. 
Their pleasure is great, but we learn from their hosts and friends of their 
sad ignorance of games, and of the good which would follow if town and 
country children could play together. 

We are also informed how immensely books which they could lead and 
lend would increase the enjoyment and profit of the holiday. \\ e would, 
therefore, earnestly appeal to your readers in the hope that they may help 
us by sending gifts of games and books. 

Cricket bats, stumps and balls, footballs, soft balls for rounders, skipping 
ropes, and anything else to assist outdoor play would be very welcome. 
And, as wet days are sure to come, we would ask also for draughts, 
dominoes, paint-boxes and brushes, and other means of indoor amusement. 
The books should be suitable for children between the ages of 7 and 14 ; 
and any dealing with country life and amusements would be especially 
acceptable. 
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DEAR Miss Mason e f h ther children would like it. 

could have a badge with our motto, Your loving, 

Eric Bishop 

Sunnyhill, Wimbledon. 

June 2$th, I 9 °o- other children think of Eric’s 

C ‘ Sh ;\trdg“;»,rha,e rhe mono of .he Parent Review 
KT-' I am, I can, I oughr, I will > ; and should it have some design ? 
if so what do you children think would be suitable? The cost for each 
badge would be from 3 /- to Sh P^ably. Letters should ^ be sent to 
the Secretary, House of Education, Ambleside, with a big B on the 
envelope. The answer to the letters will come in the shape of a notice 
Pm pvt*' Review . — Ed.1 
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Edited by Miss F. Noel ARMFIELD, Sec., 26, Victoria street, S.W. 

Tel. 479 Victoria . 

To whom all Hon. Local Secs. a?e requested to send 1 efoi ts of all 
matters of interest connected with their branches . also 6 copies 
of any prospectuses or other papers they may print . 

N.B. — Kindly write on one side of the paper only. 

The Office will be closed from August 1st to September 16th inclusive. 
Important communications will be forwarded to the Secretary. No library 
books can be changed or sent out between these dates. 


P.N.E.U. AND THE 


- POORER CLASSES. 

There was a meeting of parents at the Parish Room of S. Andrew’s, 
Westminster, on Thursday, May 29th, at 8.45 p m. A good many mothers 
and a few fathers were present. After tea and coffee had been handed round, 
rs. oward Glover gave us a most interesting address on the difficult task 
1 m ? g U , P Children ‘ She P° inted out that people do not give sufficient 
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their characters, and learn how to guard them from evil and guide them to 
good. Mrs. Glover said that although mother must have sole charge 
of the baby, yet when baby begins to run and talk father must take his 
share of responsibility. She said that every child should learn from the 
first to obey, but there is no need for punishment in teaching obedience. 
Let either parent take care that when a command is given it is always 
cariied out, so that the child may know what authority is. Some fathers 
come home tired, and when the children are tiresome they say “ Don’t do 
that,” or “ Be quiet,” but if the order is not obeyed they let the children 
alone rather than make a fuss. The consequence is that children think 
that what father says does not matter, and so he loses his influence over 
them. If you say “ Don’t,” see that they “don’t.” 

There was an interesting talk afterwards and it was acknowledged that 
parents had a great deal to learn. It was arranged to have another meeting 
early in July, and to consider the subject of the proper food for children, 
and how to deal with sudden illnesses. Next time there will be a meeting 
for mothers at 6 o’clock, and for fathers at 8-30. 


NEW BRANCHES. 


The Executive Committee has been approached with a view to starting 
Branches in the following places: — 

Barry (Glamorgan). 

Bradford. 

Brisbane. 

Cardiff. — Names maybe sent to Mrs. Hamilton, Blackladies, Dynas 
Powis. 

Cheltenham. 

Croydon. — Names may be sent pru tern, to Mrs. Hall Colleendene, 
Addiscombe Grove, Croydon. 

DUNFERMLINE. — Mrs. Beveridge, Pitreavie, Dunfermline, would be 
glad to hear from people interested. 

Esher. 

Guildford — Names may be sent pro tem. to Mrs. Clarke Kennedy, 
Ewhurst Rectory, near Guildford. 


Huddersfield. 

Manchester.— Mrs. Freston, 6, St. Paul’s Road, Kersal, Manchester, 
will receive names of people interested in this Branch (pro tem.). 
Nottingham. 

Prkstbury. 

Surbiton. 

Swansea. „ . 

Tunbridge Wells and District. Hon. Sec. an ?eai,u?er 

Mrs. Trouton, Rotherfield, Sussex (pro tem.). 

Readers of the Parents’ Review living in these districts or h g 
friends there, are asked to communicate with Miss Armfield, 26, Victoria 

Street, S.W. 

A Branch of the P.N.E.U. will vl.or.ly bo opened at Ctojrfon M.« 
Armfield. .6, Victoria Street. S.W., will be *l.d to re«.»e Ihe na.nev^ of 
people, in or around Croydon, likely to be iniereste in ie t 
Branch. 


640 


p.N.E.U. notes. 


DOLWICH.-On Friday. ■5>» •, Traimn .. „( Young Omens. 
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^^C/tl-The annual excursion to Dunsden 
had to be abandoned this year owing to the weather, which prove 
hopelessly wet on the day for which it was arranged. Not only did tins 
untoward circumstance prevent us from enjoying the presence and hospi- 
tality of our President (Mrs. Hart Davis), who has so kindly extended an 
invitation to us every year since our club was formed, but we had also to 
forego a visit to the beautiful gardens at Crousley Park, which had been 
generously thrown open for our inspection.-Our ramble over Ktngwood 
and Peppard Commons on the afternoon of 27 th June was, however, 
favoured with brilliant weather, and a very enjoyable time was spent. 
Twenty-nine members ttavelled by brake, whilst some others reached the 
“happy hunting grounds” on bicycles or other conveyances. Special 
attention had been drawn to certain dixeious flowers by means of a 
carefully prepared leaflet, and all of these were found and examined by 
some or other of the party. “ Butterfly ” and other species of orchis were 
gathered, and the quantities of foxgloves and honeysuckle afforded great 
pleasure to some of the younger members. Birds, of course, were rather 
“ scared ” by such an invasion, but a pair of butcher birds was seen, also 
some stonechats and a great green woodpecker and a fern owl. By kind 
permission tea was allowed to be provided in the schoolroom, to which 
forty- six sat down. Afterwards, Canon Fowler spoke briefly upon some 
of the objects in the school museum : e.g., a wasp’s nest, a blind worm, 
etc. He then very kindly invited the members of the club to the Rectory 
to inspect his collection of beetles and other insects, an invitation which it 
is unnecessary to say was gladly accepted and greatly enjoyed by all. 
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Education is an atmosphere, a discipline, a life.” 


Vol. XIV. No. 9.] [SEPTEMBER, 1903. 

THE EDUCATIONAL VALUE OF NATURAL 

HISTORY. 

By Mrs. Edward Sieveking. 

Have you ever on a stormy, gusty afternoon in late autumn, 
when the wind was slashing the rain across the window 
panes in great weals of water, and the reins on the shoulders 
of Nature seemed grasped by the very spirit of tempest, while 
across her sides was flung fiercely ever and anon the cutting 
thong of the whirlwind — have you ever felt that it would be 
“ good ” for you to leave your pleasant, cosy firelit room, and 
go out into the outside world of storm — to join in it all, to 
catch, as it were, something of the spirit of the thing, to 
make it for a time your personal environment — to get, in 
fact, what it has to give you, as a bracing, invigorating 
experience ? 

We have led, it may be, too introspective an existence; we 
have padded our daily life too carefully with the cushions of 
luxurious circumstance ; we have regulated our days and 
weeks and months with too close regard to “as it was in the 
beginning ” : in other words, we have let ourselves get too 
much in the habit of taking our precedents the first thing on 
sitting down to our meal of life (like good children take their 
bread and butter at tea-time), and of letting them colour our 

VOL. XIV. — NO. 9. 



